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Minutes of the 17th Annual General Meeting

held at the Ambassador Hotel, Frankston, Victoria on October 2  1994, 6.45 pm

Sang Dae Hahn in the Chair. In attendance were our guest visiting professional players, Mr Yang from the Korean KiWon and Mr Konagai (official tournament referee) from the Nihon Ki-in.

1. Minutes of the 16th AGM 

The minutes had been distributed previously. Accepted
2. President’s report
The President , Sang Dae Hahn, presented a report on the year’s activities (attached). Of particular note are negotiations with the Korean Baduk Association for continuing future visits by Korean professionals at the Australian national Championships. Accepted
3. Secretary’s report
Correspondence: Newsletters from the American Go Association, the New Zealand Go Association and the French Go Association continue to be received, as well as periodic communications with the Nihon Ki-in.

The report was accepted.

4. Treasurer’s report
The balance sheet prepared by David Bofinger was presented, showing a small current account of about $1000 (attached).  Current member clubs are Adelaide, Victoria, Canberra, Sydney and Brisbane; Perth is expected to become a club member next year. The report was accepted.

5. Ratings
In the absence of Jim Bates (delayed in returning from Japan) a full discussion of standardised ratings systems was postponed. The need for more formalised club systems was raised; David Bofinger offered to distribute the system he devised for use in the Canberra club to anyone interested.
6. Venue for next AGM and Open Championships
An offer to host the 1995 Tournament has been received from the Brisbane Go Club. An alternative of Perth was suggested, but after some discussion it was felt that Perth should be considered as a venue after Brisbane in 1995 and a “central” location (Sydney or Canberra) in 1996.

7. Election of Office Bearers

It was agreed that the IGF Director, if not already on the Committee, should be a meber ex officio; also, in order to more easily enable representation from around Australia, that 3 ordinary Committee menbers be elected.

The following Office bearers were elected:


President: Sang Dae Hahn


Secretary: Neville Smythe


Treasurer: Patrick Culshaw


Committee Members: David Evans, Jim Bates, David Bofinger, Paul Clay


Editor: Peter Johnston


IGF Director: Brad Melki


Tournament Director: Simon Harder or his nominee from the Brisbane Club

8. Other Business
A proposal that the AGA adopt the Chinese rules of play, or at least set up a committee to examine the proposal, was discussed; the feeling of the meeting seemed to be that official adoption of the Chinese rules was premature as it was unlikely that a majority of clubs would be persuaded to change at this stage; individual clubs may wish to consider the idea however.

Incorporation of the AGA was suggested; it was agreed the incoming Treasurer should look into the costs of incorporation.

Francis suggested that the Ing Go Foundation in Taiwan be approached to discuss support for Go in Australia (noting the recent agreement between Mr Ing and the American Go Association); and also that inquiries be made of the Foundation on the qualifications for entry to the World Youth Tournament, in the hope that Australia may move towards being represented in this tournament again.

Dae Hahn has had some interest from Canada for a Canada-Australia Friendship match. He called for anyone interested in participating to contact him.

Brad Melki reported on discussions he has had in Japan with the Osaka branch of the Nihon Ki-in, and arrangements for a tour of Australia by a group of 30 players from the Osaka area, including professionals and amateurs, in March 1995; goodwill matches will be arranged.

Francis Tung suggested the possibility of combining the event with a tour and goodwill match with players from Taiwan; John Chen undertook to explore the possibility.

David Bofinger proposed a vote of thanks to Brad Melki and his colleagues in the Victorian Club for the excellent arrangements for the Go Camp at Phillip Island and for the Tournament ; carried by acclamation.

Meeting closed at 7.45pm

